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Alton Camera Club 
MEMBERS enjoyed talks over 
Zoom on Street Photography 
by Andrew Mills MA (Photo) 
ARPS LBIPP and Low Light 
and Night Photography 
by Tony Worobiec, giving 
guidance and lots of ideas for 
future photographs. 

Two annual themed 
competitions in honour of 
past members were also held.

The Tony Berridge 
Panorama Cup was won by 
Clive Chater with his image 
The Romance of the Telescope 
with Tony Cole taking second 
and third place with Sunset’s 
Last Kite Surfers and A London 
Icon (see Page 33).

The Sid Pink Challenge Cup 
with the theme Repetition was 
won by Wendy Davies LRPS 
with her image Balenciaga 
Bicycles (below). Second place 
was taken by Tony Cole’s 
Repetitive Perspective (below 
right) and third place by 
Kelvin Perry’s Another roll of 
the dice (above).

were confused about which 
building they would be playing 
in that night. Sets would be 
taken from one theatre to 
another across the river. 

In 1934 a full production 
of Swan Lake was performed 
and later for, the first time, 
The Nutcracker. By 1935 the 
theatre was used primarily 
for opera and ballet under the 
leadership of Ninette de Valois 
and the Sadler’s Wells Ballet 
School was established.  

In 1939 the Sadler’s 
Wells and Old Vic theatres 
separated. Nigel treated us to 
a short film of Margot Fonteyn 
dancing in Giselle.

The theatre closed during 
the war and the opera and 
ballet companies toured at 
home and abroad under the 
Sadler’s Wells Company name.  
On June 7, 1945, the theatre 
reopened with a production of 
Peter Grimes attended by the 
writer Benjamin Britten and 
it was determined all operas 
would be sung in English. 

However, it became 
obvious the productions were 
outgrowing the theatre and in 
1996 the last performance was 
given in the old theatre.

In 1996 a grant of £36m was 
given by the National Lottery 
towards the rebuilding of a 
new Sadler’s Wells Theatre – 
the sixth – which opened in 
1998.  

The new light and airy 
theatre can seat 1,568 
people and has a pit for 80 
musicians, an area that Nigel 
is very familiar with as on 
leaving the Band of the Royal 

Scots Guards he joined the 
orchestra of the Sadler’s Wells 
Royal Ballet as a percussionist.  

The newest theatre was 
constructed so there is access 
to the original Sadler’s Wells 
and bore hole.

Members were then treated 
to some footage of the all-male 
Matthew Bourne’s Swan Lake. 
Also pictured was a race horse 
named Sadler’s Wells and a 
bulk carrier with the same 
name. 

The lecture concluded 
with footage of the ballet La 
Sylphide with dancers John 
Field and Alicia Markova and 
the orchestra conducted by 
Robert Irving.  

The lecturer received 
loud applause for this most 
interesting account of The 
Mothership.

Details of our programme 
of lectures can be found 
on our website www.
theartssocietyhaslemere.org.uk 
together with details of how to 
join the society.

Rosie Bird

Farnham & Bourne 
Choral Society
THE SPRING CONCERT was 
Petite Messe Solennelle by 
Gioachino Rossini.

Rossini wrote this 
extraordinary mass towards 
the end of his life in 1863.  
After composing 40 operas by 
the age of 37, he suffered from 
ill health and wrote nothing 
else for many years.  

Then later in Paris he 
started composing songs, full 

of wit and parody, which he 
called his Peches de Vieillesse 
or Sins of Old Age. His Petite 
Messe Solennelle is indeed 
solemn like a Missa Solemnis, 
but is light hearted too. 

Rossini had the greatest 
sense of humour in the history 
of comic opera, as shown for 
example in his Comic 
duet for two cats.

In this 
performance the 
Kyrie began with the 
solo piano playing a 
rhythmic ostinato 
pattern. The work 
was brilliantly 
accompanied 
throughout on the 
piano by Diana 
Owen, with Inigo 
Mikeleiz-Berrade 
providing a dramatic 
chordal backing on the 
accordion.  

The choir entered a little 
tentatively at first, but soon 
gathered momentum. They 
sang beautifully in the Christe 
Eleison, a double canon in 
the style of Palestrina but 
with some more modern 
modulations.

The tenor soloist, Kieran 
White, sang the Domine Deus, 
which was in an exuberant, 
Italianate style that suited 
his resonant voice. This was 
followed by a beautiful duet 
for soprano, Ellie Sperling, 
and alto Tabitha Reynolds.  
Their voices balanced 
perfectly with  the writing 
almost operatic. The bass 
soloist Greg Bannan sang the 
Quoniam with a tuneful, well 

sustained tone.
The chorus then sang the 

Cum Sancto Spiritu, which was 
a lively fugue, in the style of JS 
Bach, but with a light-hearted 
element. Their entries were 
clear and they coped very well 
with the runs, ably conducted 
by their conductor Ben de 

Souza. Similarly, 
the Et Vitam Venturi 
chorus in the Credo 
was in a fugal style, 
but with a chromatic 
chordal ending, 
which the choir sang 
with a good full tone.

The Prelude 
Religieux was played 
very sensitively by 
Diana on the piano. 
It is very unusual 
to find a piano solo 
in a Mass. Another 
rare feature was 

the inclusion of the solo O 
Salutaris Hostia, sung here 
most attractively by the 
soprano soloist.

Finally, the Agnus Dei, 
which for me was the 
highlight of the concert, 
reminded me of the Qui Tollis 
from Bach’s B minor Mass. 
The alto soloist sang with 
a beautiful rounded tone 
interspersed with the choir 
pleading Dona Nobis Pacem, 
which is particularly fitting in 
the world today. 

Yvette Bailey

Four Marks 
Horticultural Society
FOR THE first time there was 
a problem with the speaker 

The judge spoke highly of 
the other entries, especially 
highly commending Barry 
Clark’s Move over Starling (top 
right).

The club enjoyed a wildlife 
talk by Stephen Powles 

and hosted the sixth round 
of the Southern Counties 
Photographic Federations 
League. 

There was also a 
photographic critique evening 
allowing members to present 

their pictures in a 
non-competitive 
atmosphere.

After 18 months 
of meeting over 
Zoom, the club 
is now gradually 
returning to in-
person meetings at 
Holybourne Village 
Hall.  

New members 
– beginners and 
experienced 
photographers – are 
always welcome.  
Full details of the 
club can be found at 
www.altoncameraclub.
org.uk

Kelvin Perry

attending the club’s meeting 
so Mike Saltmarsh, a long-
standing member, stepped in 
at the last minute and proved 
to be one of the best speakers 
the club have had for a long 
time.

The theme for the evening 
was Growing your Greens and 
Mike more than filled the time 
with his extensive knowledge 
on the subject. 

Most members would agree 
that getting out in the garden 
has been challenging, with 
rain and strong winds being 
the main reason. 

More recently beautiful 
spring-like sun and warmth 
has lifted the spirits and there 
has never been a better time 
to go in the garden when 
spurred on by this change in 
temperatures.

Members were amused 
by chairman Reg Pullen 
who commented weeds had 
apparently disappeared from 
his garden, which would be a 
miracle. 

He asked members to think 
about the plant sale to be held 
on Saturday, April 30 and 
that plants seedlings, grown 
indoors or outside, or clean 
pots that others could use 
would all help to boost funds. 

The aim is the funds will 
go to celebrate the 75th 
anniversary of the club in 
2023.

Mike took time to explain 
the different brassicas that 
can be sown now, in coffee 
cups, for example. 

He is a serious advocate of 
growing your own vegetables. 

You can pick the quantity 
you require. They are always 
fresher and you are not buying 
from other countries. 

The sheer joy of producing 
your own vegetables was very 
apparent in his enthusiasm.

Green-leafed plants are 
the delight of pigeons, deer, 
rabbits, cabbage white 
butterfly and mice, and 
protecting your vegetables 
from them is a constant 
problem. 

If you attempt to catch mice 
with a trap, try not to offend 
your neighbours – many a 
poor cat has returned home 
with a mousetrap attached to 
its paw!  

Mike suggested when the 
best time was to grow purple 
sprouting broccoli, lettuce, 
Brussels sprouts, cauliflower 
and cabbages. 

The members seemed 
very interested as they 
commented and questioned 
him throughout his talk. It 
was quite a brilliant evening 
and the chairman thanked 
him profoundly since he had 
stepped in at the last minute.

The date of the next 
meeting is Monday, April 11 at 
7.30pm at the village hall with 
the theme of Compost. New 
members are always welcome 
and annual membership is 
£10.

The monthly flower 
competition: 1, Linda Osborn 
(hellibore); 2, Sylvia Muskett 
(double daffodil); 3, Elizabeth 
Craigen (Rip Van Winkle tête-
à-tête).

Linda Osborn

 Inigo Mikeleiz-
Berrade


